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THE SECOND SEOEETART TO THE OHIEE OOMMISSIONBE 

OE ASSAM. 

Dated Skillon^, the 26ih ^pril iQ20. 


.'■ . SlE, _ . '. • 

I -HAVE the honour to suhnoit the EoUowiA? Report on the administration of the 
" Registration Department for the three years ending the 81st December 1919, Eour 
. Imperial and one Provincial statements are endosed. 

Unless otherwise stated, comparisons are made with the preceding trienhiam. 

2. Mr. S. N. Mackenzie, I.G.S'., held charge of the ^ Department from the 1st 
«!. Ti _i * January 1917 to the 2nd October 1918i Mr. W. L. Scott, 

Charge of. the ^ 23rd January 1919; Mr. S. N. Madcenzie, 

ir.c.s., to tlie 22hd November 1919, and Mr. B. 0. Allen, i.c.s,; to the end of the year 


8. The number of office increased from 89 . to 41. Ex] 
„ , . _ ^ openediat Bhangabazar and ^Tabij 

Hvmher o o ces. Sylhet : ultimately a pennaneht 


Experimental offices were 
fabigam in the district of 
tent office was' opened ^at 


Bbangabazar, The number and constitution of tihe offices at the end of the triemnium 

■'.were as-follows-'i— ■ ■■ -v.'':'. ' ■■ . : 


■Whole-time offices permanent ... : ' ... ' 26 

Ditto teinporar^" ••• ■ ■ ■■ ■ .'1 

^S0’'Oj^cto o^Soes ... ■ .... ... ■, .... ■ 14*- 


Total 41 


4. A Special Sub-Registrar and A Sub-Registrar died, and a Speoud Suh-Regis- 
. , ^ tear retired. 

Changes in staff. 

6. Hie Additional District Magistrate of Sylhet was appointed Registrar of that 
„ . district. The pay of the Special Sub-Registrars wat 

AdminisbatiTe reforms. revised from; Rs. 176^6—260 to Rs. 180— lOr- 250 and 

the cadre of Sub-Registrars was re-adjusted. 

V 6. The following statement gives the results of the working of the Department 


. Kuinberof . 


AffQoting ixDxaoyaUe 
property. 


Other 

Iregistrations. .. TotaL 


■V ■■■■:: .y ?■ '. 



Ntmilierof 

Total; 

Total 

Orpins. 

regietra- 

reoeipts. 

ezpenditnxe. 

tionoffioeB 

(Average). 











7. The ranationsin the number of documents registered under the main heads; 
and their percentages of increase or decrease in the triennitun under report, as oumpar- 4 
ed Mth the previous trienninm, and in the year 1919 as compared with the year 1918 
are shown in the following table : — 



The trlanninm 1014-16 as fiompared with the 
tnaxmimn 1817-19. 

The yeair 1919 as compared with the year 
1918. 


Increase OT decreaae. | 

Percentage. 

Increase or decrease. 

Feroehtage. 

1 

S' 

8 

4 

1 

. 6 

Sales of immovable property, both compalso* 

+8,389 

+6-72 

+19,14B j 

+63-36 

rjp' and optionaL 



1 


Mortgages of immorable property, both oom- 

+689 

+1-08 

+12,792 

+97*49 

puUory and optiolOkL 



Perpetual leases 

^40 

—2*68 

—207 

—82*60 

Term leases, both compulsory and optional..* 

—7,068 

—15-81 

—2,608 

— 20-08 

Obligations for payxnent of money 

—947 

-23-.i0 

+ 1^ 

+16-4(0 

Sales of-movable property 

+74 

+10-81 

—87 

—18*17 

Misoellaneoue registrations in Book IV 

—936 

—6-82 

+1Q 

+•20. 


Xn the Assam Valley Division the^total number of registrations increased from 
81,111 to 33,059 -and their aggregate value from Bs. 1,07,88,593 to Bs. 1,29,01,918. 
The most noticeable increases occurred in the case of oompulspry registrations of 
instruments of sale of the value of Rs. 100 and upwards, and of other instruments 
registered under section 17 (5) and ( 0 ) of the Registration Act and of optional regis- . 
trations of instruments of mortgage. On the other hand, the number of compulsory 
registrations of instruments of mortgage and of instruments of lease other than 
perpetual leases diminished. The number both of compulsory and of optional 
registrations Increased. ~ 

In Oachar the total number of registrations fell sharply from 42,663 to 36,162 . 
and their aggregate value from Rs. 82,30,892 to Rs. 62,56,763. A curious feature of 
the statistics is that whereas compulsory registrations fell in number from 37,817 
to 29,34r and in value from Rs. 74,89,938 to Rs. 62,77,716, optional registrations 
increased in number from 4,846 to 6,821 and in value from Rs. 7,40,954 to 
Rs. 9,79,048. , . 

In Sylhet, where the bulk of the registration work is done, there was a alight 
increase in the number of registrations, from 1,93,923 to 1,93, 983, but their aggregate 
value fell from Rs. 2,79,64,088 to Rs. 2,35,51,646. There was a large increase in the 
number of registrations of instruments of sale or exchange of a value less than 
Rs, 100 and a slight increase in the case of similar instruments of a value of Rs. 100 
and upwards : apart from these instances the number of all other compulsory registra- 
tions decreased. The total number of optional registrations fell from 28,801 to 26,662 
and their value from Rs. 38,29,977 to Ss. 31,26,685. 

There is a small amount of registration work done in the Khasi and Jaintia HDls. 
It calls for no comment. 

Onerations other than Kegistra- 8. The number of miscellaneous operations deoreas3d 
tiois (Form No. IV). from 21,738 to 19,588. 


9. The number of Muhammadan Registry offices increased from 35 to 40. The 
Ttr 1 - e j. 1 . nr u j following table shows the numbor of ceremonies registered 
Marriages and Divorces Neg stra- uud the fees and gratuities realised daring the last 6 



s 


3 


The permanent committee for the saperrision of Muhammadan Begistrars and 
Eazis, constituted in 1915 for a period of three years, was reconstituted in 1918. The 
non-ofdcial members remained the same : the Principal of the Sylhet Oorernment 
Madrasah took the place of Khan Bahadur Maulvi Muhibuddin Ahmad, Estra 
Assistant Commissioner. It was held that travelling allowance was inadmissible anl 
no inspections were made by the committee. 

10. The table below gives the number of kabinnamas and ialaknamoi registered 
_ . . . in Sub-Registry ofdces and the fees realised thereon during 

tne past o years 



Kabinaatnas. Talaknaxnas* 






2,167 

169 

8,909 

2,862 

146 

4,235 

1,589 

no 

2,842 

1,803 

118 

2,874 

1,502 

105 

2,111 

1,901 

122 

8,085 


Prosecutions. 


11. The number of unclaimed documents fell from 9,081 to 7,^35. Through the 
TT , . 4 j * nse of the procedure laid down in rule 61 of the rules under 

unclaimed documents. aocHon 69 of the Act the number of these documents was 

reduced in the Sunamganj office from 1,037 to 89. The District Registrar of Sylhet 
reports that Sub-Registrars are being instructed to use their influence to prevail on 
parties to deposit the postal expenses. The number of unclaimed documents destroyed 
increased slightly. 

- ^ . 12. The number of dooumeuts impounded increased 

_ 13. The number of prosecutions increased from 4 to 

Prosecutions. 

14. Appeals to District Registrars increased in number from 39 to 49 : the number 
. , of appeals to Special Sub-Registrars was 713, a reduofiou 

Appeals. 

16. Receipts fell by 6*31 per cent. (Rs. 20,661) to Rs. 8,06,687. lu 1919, however 
■a ■ j. -a w TT^ receipts were nearly 32 per cent, better than in 1918. 

eip s iForm o. I ). There was an increase in 1919 in registration in all 

districts, and one may hope that this is a sign of a return to normal conditions. 

16. Expenditure, exoluding charges for superintendence, rose from Rs. 1,92,776 

Ts j i /w T.T TTTx to 2,09,070. The amounts paid as salaries to Begis- 

xpanditure (Form 1.0. III). tering officers and their establishments increased, while 

the percentage paid to Registering officers and the cost of temporary establishment 
decreased. The opening of new offices and the destruction by Are of tho South 
Sylhet office involved additional expenditure. The new offices at Bhangabazar and 
NabiganJ proved successful flnauoially. 

17. The cadre of ministerial officers employed in Sylhet was revised. The pay of 

menials was raii^ to Ks. 8 a month. Stops were taken 
a 18 men . ^ oheck the unnecessary employment of extra-muharrirs. 

18. Tho average time taken to complete registration did not, as a rule, exceed two 

days. In the Thakurbari, Jaldhup, Snkhair, Srimangal , 
Averag. time taken to complete Goalpara and Qolaghat oilioes the period ' was sometimes 
registration. longer. 'J'he first lour of these offices are in Sylhet and the 

District Registrar attributes tho delay to want of extra-muharrirs. 

19. On the 30th March 1919 the S.mth Sylhet Sub registry office was destroyed by 

, .... , , fire. All the records and furniture were burnt except 2 

Office bmidinga and recor s. pending documents wMoh were with the Sub-Registrar. 

The Government of India excused a second payment of rogistmtion fees and stamp 
duty in respeot of the destroj^ed dooumeuts. 

The ristriot Registrar of Sylhet oomplcdn« that the Fatharkaudi office is lodged in 
a thatched haUding, and that the Special Sub- Registrar’s office space inadequate. 


ELtabliBbmcnt. 










Projects foTtbe reoonsfcraotion pf ttie Eatigora and . 

are pending allotment of fnnds. 

20., The Inspector General inspected 7 SadiMJ and 1,6 mrait offices in 1217* 7 Sadax 
^ and 11 rural offices in 1018 and 7 Sadar and 8 rural offices^ 

.Inspeotun. ;in 1Q19. 

Inspections by District Begistrars, SubdivMonal Officers and Special Sub^^gis- 
trars were irregular. Most Subdivisional Officers seem to baye lost sight of rule 14 at 
page 69 of the Begistration Manual. 

I have the honour to be, 

Tour most obedient Servant, 

G. 0. KBBWOOD, 

Offg. Inspeeior Qeueral of Segittration, Attam. 



Statement qf latfennsnts regtsterei, and of tie vdue of ptopertg transferred hy tegiaUred Instrumental in eael of tie diatrieta of tie Province of Assam for tie year 1919. 
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, form No. III. 

Statement of Expenditure in each district of the Province of Assam for the year 1919. 


OOST OV ESTABLZBBICISVTS. 


Biatziot. 


Pixed salaries Percentage _ 
of Begifl- ■ ■ i— paid to 
terlug Blistering 

Officers. Officers. permanent. Tempozozy. Total. 



Caohar ... ... “ ... . 6,040 

Sylhet ... ... 26,042 

iLhasi and Jamtta Hills 

Total Rnrma Valley and Hill 81,0S2 

Districts. — _ 

Goalpara ... ... ... 982 

Kamrup ... ... ... 741 

Dairaag ... ... ... ... 

ISowgong 

Sibsagrar ... ... ... 830 

Dakhimpur ... ... ... 

Garo Hills ... ... ... ^ 

Total Assam Valley Districts . . . 2,563 

Grand Total ... ... 3.3,686 

Total for 1918 ... ... 81,869 

Total for 191? ... 31,614 




Caohar 

Sylhet 

Klmsi and Jaintia Hills ... 

Total Surma Valley and 
Hill Districts. 
Goalpara 

^Kamrup ... . ... 

. Dajmng "v ■ ■■ ... ■■ . 

j^owgong; 

iSlheagaP . . : .;Y j... 

'GeiirQ HUlS'' ■■ ..s.'. 


2 8 4 
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=g 
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AFFBAI.S -g 
AGAINST SUCH J 
BBFUBAIiS (SBO- O 
TION 7??) AND ^ 
AFPLICATIONS 'g 
UNDER SECTION b 
i 73 BEGABDING . 
SUCH BEFUSADS, 
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PEOVINCIAL STATEMENT A. 

Statement OB Rbgisteatigits^ Ebcbipts Ainc) Expenditure op baoe Bboisteation Oppiob in the 

Provinob op Assam durinq the year 1919. 


Offices. 

Total number 
of documents 
reglBtexed in 
Books I. Ill 
and IV. 

Total amount 
of ordinary 
fees. 

Total of other 
receipts. 

Total receipts. 

Total expend!- 
tore. 


1 



2 

S 

- 4 

« ■ 

6 







Es. 

Bs. 


Bs. 

Sileliar 

a • • 


• .» 

6.620 


6,486 

922 

6,408 

4,765 

Hailakandi «. 

•«• 


• «« 

4,036 


4,168 

874 

5,082 

2,829 

Eatigora 


• • « 


1,869 


1,483 

166 

1,638 

2,639 

Lakhiptir ••• 

■• •• 



1,049 


958 

96 

1,064 

1,109 

Palongliat ... 

■■ V- ■ 

' ... 

«•* ‘ 

S,618 


2,859 

103 

2.462 

1,396 


Total 

• 1 * 

■ t • 

16,192 

14,444 

2,150 

16,694 

12,228 

Sylhet 



• •• 

2,094 


2,639 

4,205 

6,744 

8,385 

Sylhet Sadi Joint 

• .t 


... 

4,989 


4,846 

1,019 

6,866 

2,769 

Tliaktirbari 

... 

• • 1 


2,829 


2,605 

308 

2,908 

2.121 

Habigan] ... 


... 

... 

6,032 


6,389 

1,629 

6,868 

. 3,373 

Bunamganj 

• •• 

... 


4,962 


4.318 

468 

4.771 

2,865 

Earitagani 

«« « 

• •• 

... 

4,462 : 


4,286 

768 

5,030 

'2,969 

.SoatH Sylnet 



■ *» 

4,682 


4,596 

828 

6,419 

2,954 

Balagasj ... 

... 



3,290 


2,914 

400 

3,314 

2,264 

Kula^a ... . 

... 



2,829 


8,016 

706 

3,722 

2,232 

Madhabptu; ... 




8,406 


2,958 

839 

3,297 

2,606 

Jaldhup 



«€• 

6,440 


6,098 

692 

6,790 

8,971 

ICanairgliat 

• • • 

• • • 


3,412 


2,174 

80 

2,254 

1.773 

J agannathpnr 

... 

« »• 


8,834 


2,800 

422 

8,222 

2,160 

PatharkaxiSli 

\ ••• 

■ 

... 

2,440 


2,024 

287 

2,261 

1,770 

Baniyaohang 

vat.. 

• f « 

... 

4,999 


8,961 

896' 

4iS57 

2.930 

Biswanath . 

... 

• • «.• 

... 

3,538 


8,043 

896 

3,438 

2.7-10 

Gowaingbat 

• •• 



1,963 


1,189 

162 

1,851 

1,617 

Srvmangal 




2,887 


2,782 

412 

3,194 

2,143 

. - 'Snkhaif' . 


« « • 

• «.» 

2,847 

.a 

2,082 

130 

2,212 

1326 

Bhangabazar 


'••• ■ 

r*. 

8,386 


2.928 

337 

c . 8,266 

2,017 

Nabiganj ... 

■ •*#■# . 

at. , ■ 


2,379 


2,848 

460 

2,808 

iMf ^ 


Total 

... 

•** 

74,679 

67,^ 


82.099 

56,862 

Sliilloiig 

• ii.. 

... 

• • • 

. 147 


864 

•■■92' 

446 

808 

Jowai ■«« 

«*•. 


Ota 

. 68 = 


114 

■ 9- 

123 



Total 


• •• 

, '’216 

468 

101 

669 

883 

Total Surma Yalley and Hill Districts 

... 

90^86 

82,768 

16.604 

99.262 

68,463 

Dhubri 




2,600 


2,962 

'.742 

3,704 

! 2,185 

Goalpara 


... 

• • • 

• 

230 


268 

132 

400 

147 


Total 

... 

.'•r 

2,780 

3,280 

874' 

4,104 

2,382 

G^anhati 


... 

... 

2,216 


2,867 

1,827 

3,684 

1,660 

Borpeta 

• a. 

... 

... 

364 


369 

226 

684 



Total 

' ... 

... 

2.679 

2,716 

1,662 

4,268 

i,e6a' 

Tczpur 

■ •« « 

... 

• . . 

813 


870 

189 

1.069 

369 

Mangaldai ... 

... 


... 

807 


377 

47 

424 

100 


Total 

— 

... 

1,120 

1.247 

236 

- 1,488 

469 

ITowgong ... 



... 

666 

619 

122 

/"■.■,;741 

8 


Total 



656 

619 

i22 

■■■•' 741 

"8 

Jorbat •.« 

• « « 


!. ... 

.1,829 


1,777 

4rt6 

'2,188 

, 1,606 

Sibsagar 

a.« 


■■■ 

.m-i- 


•• 609 ■ 

180 

739 

'610 

Gola^at ... 

*r 



, 870 


786 

164 

039 

461 


Total 


... 

3,410 

7 

8,171 

690 

3,861 

2,667 

Bibrugarb ..v 

. ••• 

a V* 

... 

896 

■ 

mam 

686 

1,971 

' 43l 

Hortb Dakbii^pur 

••• 

■ a. 

... 

200 

H 

mm 

29 

133 

120 


Total 


... . 

' 1,096 

1,640 

. 664 

. 2.W4 


'--Giajco.BCiUs . . .. ' 

•«s 

■ ... . ■- 

■*■.. 

29 

26 


- .38 

. ■;'a8j 


Total 

.••t' 


29 


S5 

.-18 

V;:":Y..’\.88^ 

_ .8«: 



:■■ ■ ■■ • ■■ ■ 



^ ■■ 






.. 




■ 





' 

V ■ ;> 


: . 96, 808 

... 













;,'y 

t 

. ■(_ 'vt- 




[gSiil 

" ...... 




jR^fU 
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Resolution on the Administration of the Registration Depart 
ment in the province of Assam for the years 1917-19. 


Extract fytm the Proceedings of the Chief Commieaioner of Assam in the General, 
Department, No. 4771 G., dated Shillong, the ^Qth May 1920. 


Ebad— 

The Triennial Kepoxt on the Administration of the Be^etration Department in the proTince of 
Assam for the years 1917, 1918 and 1919. 

BESOLUTION. 

This report deals witb the working of the Biogistration Department in the 
province of Assam for the three years ending Slst December 1919. 

2. The cumber of ofELces at the end of the period under review was 41 against 
39 at the close of last triennium. Two new oJQdces were opened in the Surma Valley 
one of them has been made permanent. 

3. The rate of pay of Special Sub-Registrars was raised from Rs. 176 — 3—260 
to Rs. 180 — 10 — 260. The cadre o£ Sub-Registrars was also re-adjusted. 

4. The number of documents Ngistered was less by 1*68 per cent, than in the 
previous triennium, the total receipts of the department decreasing from Rs. 3,26,238 
to Rs. 3,06,687. There are indications that, with the return of normal oonditionsi 
work will expand. 

6 . The Ohief Oommissioner regrets that some District Registrars and Special Sub- * 
Registrars failed to make all the inspections due, and that Subdivisional OMcers as a 
class were particularly remiss. He trusts that in future the rules for inspection will 
be observed. 

The det'rease in the number of unretumed documents is satisfoetory. 

6. While there was increase in the number of Muhammadan R^istry offices, 
there was a decrease in the number of ceremoni^ registered. It is hoped that this 
faUing-offis temporary. 


Obdsbei) that the Resolution be publi^od in the Assam Gaeetfe. 


By order of the Ohief Oommissionerof Assam, 


A. R. BDWARDS, 

$i99nd Seeretary to the Chief Commissioner of Assam* 


A. 8. P. 0. (P. ts 9.) No. 40. ~18l-«l-4-18SS-A. B. B. 





